
NALZS Happenings

Wondering what the North 
Alabama Zoological Society 
has been up to? Here’s a  

rundown of recent NALZS happenings.

NALZS Reads and 
Nature Camps
NALZS has had a 
great time host-
ing summer read-
ing events. We’ve 
made stops in area 
libraries throughout 
Madison and Lime-
stone Counties in 
Alabama, as well 
as in Giles County, 
Tennessee. During these visits, kids 
have gotten to listen to book read-
ings, spend time with Twickenham 
the tortoise, and make crafts like  
animal-shaped masks. We appreci-
ate everyone who’s come out to the 
NALZS Reads events!

Summer is also nature camp season 
at NALZS, and this year’s four day 
camps were full of fun and hands-on 
learning. We hosted one camp along-
side the Land Trust of North Alabama. 

Learn more in our 
EdZOOcation News 
section!

Collins Aerospace 
Donation
NALZS couldn’t be 
more grateful for 
the recent $17,000 
gift from Collins 
Aerospace. Tom von 
Eschenbach, Col-

lins’ program management director, 
presented the check during this year’s 
final summer camp session. We’re 
putting $12,000 toward our education 
programs, including scholarships for 
camps, plus equipment such as LED mi-
croscopes. The rest of the money is be-
ing used for our day-to-day operations.

North Alabama Zoological 
Society 
P.O. Box 127, Ryland, AL 
35767
(256) 850-7466
NALZS.org

Follow Us!

NEWS
Summer 2022

Above and below: Scenes from 
our 2022 “Be a Little Wild”  

Nature Camps
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https://www.nalzs.org/
https://www.instagram.com/nalzsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAlabamaZoologicalSociety/
https://twitter.com/NALZSociety
https://www.linkedin.com/company/north-alabama-zoological-society
https://www.nalzs.org/


ConZOOvation News
Want to know what’s  
happening with the NALZS 
Conservation Team? Keep 
reading!

FrogWatch
The conservation team has 
relaunched our FrogWatch 
USA program and is in need 
of volunteers! FrogWatch is 
a research-based conser-
vation program that helps 
track the environmental 
health of our local commu-
nities through amphibian 
indicator species. Volun-
teers can attend a train-
ing event on August 26, 
September 12, or October 
13, and can work at one of 
the 10 monitoring locations 
throughout Madison Coun-
ty. Visit the NALZS website 
or Facebook page to regis-

ter for training and join the 
FrogWatch team.

Fall Aquatic Cleanup
In support of local amphib-
ians, reptiles, and aquatic 
animals, we will be hold-
ing a cleanup event in con-
junction with the City of 
Huntsville’s Green Team. 
Cleanup events will take 
place throughout the year 
to promote environmental 
awareness of our aquatic 
communities. The date and 
location will be posted to 
the NALZS website and so-
cial media accounts.

Bats!
Stay tuned for exciting de-
velopments from the con-
servation team on a new 
bat conservation program.

Join the Club!

Sign up for our NALZS Palz 
membership program, and 
you’ll receive a variety 
of perks and gifts, includ-
ing the nifty decal shown 

above.

Individual memberships 
start at $250 and are 
available for just $25 a 
month. Learn more at  

NALZS.org/nalzspalz

2

A Note From the Executive Director

      I hope everyone has been keeping cool and having fun this summer. The North Alabama 
Zoological Society has enjoyed spending time with you all over the past few months, 

especially at our “Be a Little Wild” Nature Camps and library reading events.

I’d like to take a moment to address the recent reports about our proposed zoo 
property going off the market. Despite what some headlines have suggested, 
Lansing Companies and other prospective developers still have our zoo in their 
long-term plans. That means we remain in play for the proposed zoo site, and 

even if we’re not able to purchase that portion of the property, we’ve identified 
great backup locations to pursue.

Bringing a zoo and aquarium to North Alabama is a big project, and big projects like this have hiccups from 
time to time. But we are meeting these challenges and making progress. In fact, we had productive and 
successful meetings this past spring with the State and many members of our legislative delegation. We also 
want to assure you that contributions toward the goal of obtaining the zoo property are being securely held 
in an account designated solely for that purpose.

NALZS continues to move forward as planned, and we remain committed to “A Zoo For You, North Alabama!” 
We appreciate all your support.

Ethan Woodruff
Executive Director

https://www.aza.org/frogwatch
https://www.aza.org/frogwatch
https://www.nalzs.org/nalzspalz


Summer 2022 has been a busy one for the 
NALZS Education Team! This year we held 
four camps for children ages 6-14 years old. 
“Be a Little Wild” 2022 had 65 campers, 10 
of the best youth camp counselors, and five 
great staff leads.

At our camps for 8–11-year-olds, we were 
able to build and hang both kestrel and owl 
boxes, construct shoebox animal habitats, 
learn about animal classification, explore 
Limestone Creek, make pollinator paper, 
and dissect owl pellets. Our little guys (6-7 
years old) learned about life cycles, explored 
the creek, played tag “prey vs. predator” 
style, and made slime. We also held a Bio-
Quest camp for 12–14-year-olds in partner-
ship with the Land Trust of North Alabama. 
During that camp, we explored Limestone 
Creek in two different locations, and com-
pared and contrasted both the macro- and 
microorganisms; learned the distinction be-
tween restoration, conservation, and pres-
ervation; and studied biology at new levels. 

A huge thank you goes out to our Visionary 
Sponsor, Collins Aerospace, and our Explor-
er Sponsors: Rogers Group Inc., the Kiwanis 
Club of Decatur, and Walmart. NALZS would 
also like to thank David Stefaniak of Athens 
Kona Ice for helping us stay cool in the Ala-
bama heat.

EdZOOcation News
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Above: NALZS summer camp 
participants explore nature; 
Right: Tortoise mascot Twick-
enham sits beside the book 
NALZS read at local libraries

When we weren’t at the 
camps, NALZS Education 
could be found in local li-
braries as part of our NALZS 
Reads programming. Our mascot Twickenham made 
many new friends, as he was part of the support staff 
for “The Foolish Tortoise,” the Eric Carle book we read 
to kids. We loved being part of the summer reading 
series through the Huntsville-Madison County Public  
Library and Athens-Limestone County Public Library.

Looking ahead, our Junior Zoological Society is gearing 
up for another great school year. We are excited to 
welcome the new chapters!

AmazonSmile

Did You Know?

You can support NALZS by shopping at 
Kroger and Amazon! Scan the codes be-
low to get started with Kroger Community 
Rewards and AmazonSmile, and help us 
reach our goal of getting 30% more sub-
scribers. Best of all, it’s free to sign up!

Kroger Rewards

https://www.nalzs.org/a-z-childrens-book
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?openid.pape.max_auth_age=3600&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fcharity&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile_mobile&openid.mode=checkid_setup&marketPlaceId=ATVPDKIKX0DER&language=en_US&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.nalzs.org/claimyourspot
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Why did you get involved 
with this organization?
I am a veterinarian who is a 
board-certified specialist in zoo-
logical medicine 
and am thrilled 
about the po-
tential for a zoo 
in Huntsville. I 
grew up in the 
area and am 
excited to help 
make this dream 
a reality! I have 
been practic-
ing [veterinary] 
medicine at 
specialty clinics 
for over 20 years 
and ran the ex-
otics program at Tufts Universi-
ty from 2012-2022. I have been 
fortunate to work with multiple 
zoos over the years and feel I 
have a lot of knowledge I can 
contribute to NALZS.

How do you like to spend 
your time outside of NALZS?

I enjoy fly-fishing (although I 
rarely catch anything), hiking, 
and camping. Since moving 
back to Huntsville earlier this 

year I have tak-
en up garden-
ing. I have a 
very large gar-
den and spend 
a lot of my free 
time on outdoor 
projects. I also 
enjoy lecturing 
nationally and 
internationally 
to veterinari-
ans on various 
zoological com-
panion animal 
topics.

What is your favorite ani-
mal, and why?
Unicorns — because I apparent-
ly never grew out of my child-
hood obsession! In veterinary 
practice I have a special love 
for working with rabbits and  
chickens.

Volunteer Highlight

Why did you decide to be a NALZS camp counselor?
I decided to be a NALZS camp counselor because I wanted to teach kids about the impor-
tance of conservation. I also wanted to teach them about the roles of animals and how 
important they are not only in the animal kingdom, but in the human world, as well.

How do you like to spend your time outside of NALZS?
Outside of NALZS I love to spend time with my family, friends, and pets. I love horseback 
riding, traveling, attending church, and being involved in anything that has to do with 
animals.

What is your favorite animal, and why?
I love all animals and I’ve always had trouble picking my favorite one, but if I had to pick 
it would be a dog. I might be biased because I have two of them, but they’re my favorite 
animal because they are so loyal, intelligent, kind, and they will love you unconditional-
ly. They can easily become your best friend, and you will become theirs, too.

Olivia Conville, NALZS Volunteer and Youth Camp Counselor
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Upcoming Events

Visit NALZS.org and our social 
media pages to see the latest 

event info

•	 Virtual Volunteer Orientations: 
August 18 from 8-9 pm, October 
22 from 9-10 am

•	 FrogWatch Trainings: August 26, 
September 12, October 13

•	 Zoo Habitat Contest: August 27 
and September 17 from 10-11 am 
at the Madison Public Library

•	 Scarecrow Trail: September 3- 
October 31 at the Huntsville  
Botanical Garden

•	 Fundraising Night: September 
20 at Original Valentina’s Pizze-
ria & Wine Bar in Madison

•	 Madison Street Festival:  
October 1 in Madison

•	 STEAMfest: October 29 at the 
Von Braun Center in Huntsville

Board Member Highlight
Jennifer Graham, DVM, DABVP, DACZM; 
NALZS Advisory Board Member

https://www.nalzs.org/
https://www.nalzs.org/volunteer-registration
https://www.nalzs.org/mlar
https://hsvbg.org/festifall/
https://madisonstreetfestival.org/
https://www.alabamascience.org/steamfest-2022


Honor Roll List of Donors
Claim Your Spot
ATA Engineering, Inc.*
Ricki Bennett*
Cepeda Systems & Software Analysis, Inc.
Andy Crocker
Brenda H. Daniel
Deborah Johnson*
Jenny Johnson*
Salon Allure*
Ray and Kim Thrasher*
Shirley Whorton

Corporate Donors
John Wade Keyes Chapter DAR
Kroger
Master Gardeners of North AL Inc.
Mission Multiplier
SpecTrum Analytical & Technology Solutions, LLC

NALZS Palz Members
Melisa Castro*
Megan Cothern*
Brenda H. Daniel
Saralyn Dwyer
Carrissa Flippo
John Flippo
Charlotte and Noah Houser
Dan and Chris Jackson
Kathleen Mason
Laura Pearsall-Lopez*
Kara Smeal

We’re looking for volunteers to 
help out with fundraising, projects, 
events, and more.

Learn about our volunteer opportu-
nities at NALZS.org/volunteer

‘A Zoo For You, 
North Alabama’ 
Supporters
Russ and Minda  
Alexander
Kiliaen Anderson
Felicia Arnold
Richard Arnold
Lacy Boler
Michael Delen Boyd*
David Brazier
Lynette Brazier
Daniel Butler
Megan Cain
Timothy Callicutt
Kathy Carpenter
Joseph Casson
Belinda Chartrand*
Diane Chatfield*
Andy Crocker
Brenda H. Daniel
Janis Dill*
Anjuli Farrales
Anna Ferry
John Flippo
Debra Gerbers
Buffie Gibbons
David Gibson
Megan Grasham
Jena Gray
Vanessa Hall*
Elisabeth Reed  
Hardiman
Laura Hardy
Gary Henderson
Naomi Howard
Beth Hudson
Mark Hyatt
Betty and James  
Jarrell
Bill Jatko

Billie Jatko
Helen Jatko
Ed and Melissa 
Johnsen
Laura Jurgens
Anson Koch
John Lee*
Jill May
John McCord
Savannah Miller
Tami Miller*
Sam and Ashlea Mirsky
Orry Moody
Adam Morgan
Morgyn Morris
Kathy Neal-Morris*
Michelle Nelson
Kerry Owen
Rebecca Pullen
Tayna Rains
Hannah Roberts
Kyle Rumage*
Michelle Salehi
Gurden and Teresa 
Smith
Kiley Soule
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie 
Swearingen
Keely Sykes
Jenna Walsh
Anna Walter
Kailyn Weaver
Amanda Wendling*
Mitzi Werline
Connie Wilson
Christie Woodruff
Monica Yother

*Indicates first  
donation

Join the NALZS 
Zoo Crew!
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https://www.nalzs.org/volunteer

